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Supreme Court to Consider 
Many Church-State Issues 


Many of the most controversial 
church-state issues in American his- 
tory are slated for decision by the 
United States Supreme Court during 
the years 1961 and 1962. The first 
two cases involving church-state con- 
troversy are concerned with birth con- 
trol and Suriday laws. The Supreme 
Court has accepted jurisdiction of a 
case in which Dr. C. Lee Buxton of 
Yale Medical School is chief plaintiff 
challenging Connecticut’s ancient 
anti-birth control statute as a viola- 
tion of freedom of speech and free- 
dom of religion under the First and 
Fourteenth Amendments to the Con- 
stitution. 

In a similar category, scheduled for 
a decision some time during the pres- 
ent court year, are the Sunday laws 
of Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and 
Maryland, which restrict the sale of 
certain commercial articles on Sun- 
day. 

The birth control appeal is backed 
by the Planned Parenthood organiza- 
tions of Connecticut and the Amer- 
ican Civil Liberties Union. The chal- 
lenge to old Sunday laws is being 
made primarily by Jewish organiza- 
tions and by Seventh-day Adventists, 
with Catholic groups in opposition. 
Organized labor entered this case in 
defense of present Sunday laws when 
the Retail Clerks International Asso- 
ciation of the AFL-CIO filed a brief 
as friend of the court in the United 
States Supreme Court, upholding the 
constitutionality of present Sunday 
laws. 

Bible Reading 

Equally controversial, but subject 
to indefinite delay, is the Schempp 
compulsory Bible-reading case from 
Pennsylvania which reached the Su- 
preme Court recently. After the 


Schempps, who are Unitarians, had 
won the unanimous decision of a 
three-judge lower Federal court de- 
claring that it was a violation of the 
(Continued on page 8) 


Puerto Rican Political Bishops 
Continue to Stir Repercussions 


Three Roman Catholic bishops assigned to Puerto Rico—Archbishop James 
E. Davis, Bishop Luis A. Martinez and Bishop James E. McManus—stirred 
up a hornets’ nest when they undertook a political program to defeat that 
commonwealth’s popular Governor, Mufoz Marin in the November election. 






After using church buildings for months to sign up voters for a Catholic po- 





Bishop Davis 


litical party called “Christian Ac- 
tion,” the bishops climaxed their ef- 
fort with a pastoral letter read at all 
masses on Oct. 23. 

The letter was a blanket denuncia- 
tion of Munoz Marin’s Popular Dem- 
ocratic Party (not related to the Dem- 
ocratic Party in the states). It openly 
issued voting orders to all Roman 
Catholics directing them to vote 
against this party. While Archbishop 
Davis is the primate of Puerto Rico, 
the real leader of the political bishops 
is said to be Bishop McManus, a 
pistol-packin’ prelate from Brooklyn. 

The Puerto Rican bishops said 
they had given the voting orders be- 
cause the program of the Popular 
Democratic Party was “immoral” and 
“neo-pagan.” But Glenn L. Archer in 
a statement protesting “clerical inter- 
ference in Puerto Rico,” cited some 
different reasons. “(Munoz Marin) 
has refused to let this church enforce 





Gov. Munoz Marin 


Bishop McManus 





its ban on birth control on the ter- 
ribly overpopulated island. He has 
declined to let the church censor mov- 
ies, TV and printed publications. He 
has held out against subsidies for 
Catholic schools. He has refused to 
let the church control the public 
school system of Puerto Rico.” 


Letter to Herter 


A letter was also sent by POAU 
asking Christian A. Herter, Secretary 
of State, to advise the American am- 
bassador at Rome to protest at the 
Vatican against “clerical interference 
with the foreign policy of the United 
States government which has taken 
pride in the achievements of the 
Puerto Rican administration under 
the leadership of Munoz Marin.” The 
statement pointed out how unfortu- 
nate it was for the Roman Catholic 


(Continued on page 6) 





¢ Editorials ¢ 


President Kennedy 


John F. Kennedy has been elected 
President of the United States. He is 
the first leader of the Roman Cath- 
olic faith to serve as the nation’s 
chief executive. We congratulate him, 
and we hope that he will carry out 
the pledges he has given to the people 
to support “the absolute separation 
of church and state.’”’ What are the 
implications of his election for sepa- 
ration of church and state? The an- 
swer depends upon the American 
people. 

We would hope for some degree of 
intransigence in the White House on 
the subject of federal grants to paro- 
chial schools. President-elect Kennedy 
has specifically gone on record as op- 
posed to such grants for general 
school expenses, and he has correctly 
described them as “unconstitutional.’’ 
This record is known and it will be 
remembered. 

It is to be doubted that Kennedy 
as President will carry this intransi- 
gence to the point of vetoing bills 
which include incidental benefits for 
Catholic schools. Yet we can reason- 
ably anticipate that such proposals 
will get no direct aid or comfort from 
him. The powerful lobby of the hier- 
archy will continue to press in Con- 
gress for school subsidies. Mr. Ken- 
nedy will be well aware of their 
pressures, all the more so because he 
is himself a Catholic. He will need the 
encouragement of all who believe in 
genuine separation of church and 
state in order to stand up successfully 
against these pressures. 


Balanced Ticket 


One unfortunate consequence that 
may likely emerge from the election 
of Mr. Kennedy is the concept of the 
“balanced ticket.” The theory may be 
enunciated by Democratic Party poli- 
ticians that since Mr. Kennedy was 
elected by the “Catholic vote,” there 
must henceforth always be a Catholic 
on this ticket, either in first or second 
place. The theory will be that this is 
necessary to create a winning com- 
bination. 

Such a concept is self-defeating. It 
frequently robs the nation of the best 
qualified leadership. It should be 
strongly rejected by Democratic lead- 
ers. No religious test for public office: 
nominate the man best qualified, 
Protestant, Roman Catholic or Jew. 

Above all: vigilance—close and 
constant. 


+ 


Is It Discrimination? 


A favorite propaganda argument 
employed by the Roman Catholic hi- 
erarchy in its unending struggle for 
public subsidies is that school aid 
given only to public schools “discrimi- 
nates” against Catholic schools. In 
order to be “fair” the government 
should provide equal aid to both. 

This has been a pet contention of 
Cardinal McIntyre. Archbishop Wil- 
liam O. Brady has stated that any 
federal aid which goes only to public 
schools “will repeat the discrimina- 
tion against private schools to which 
we are accustomed but not reconciled 
on the state level.” Archbishop 
Thomas A. Boland and Bishop Wal- 
ter W. Curtis campaigned against 
bonds recently for public colleges in 
New Jersey on the ground that such 
grants would represent “unfair com- 
petition” for Catholic colleges. 

The argument of the Catholic prel- 
ates is ingenious but without validity. 
The whole issue is simply this: who is 
going to run education which is paid 
for by public taxes? Are the clerics 
going to run it? Or, are the people 
going to run it? Shall we have semi- 
public schools in charge of clergymen 
appointed from abroad but paid for 
by the public? Or, shall we have 
schools operated by public school 
boards democratically chosen by the 
people? There are two issues here, 
democratic control and unconstitu- 
tional exploitation of the taxpayers. 
Are the people to be taxed for schools 
in whose management and teaching 
program they have no voice? Or, are 
the people to retain control of their 
own schools? 


Public or Clerical 


The Roman Catholic clergy want 
the former. They want schools sup- 
ported by tax funds which can serve 
as their indoctrination agencies. 
Those who share the free, democratic 
tradition of America desire free 
schools, free of sectarian domination, 
and managed by the people who pay 
for them. 

This is to say that education is 
fundamentally a public service. When 
a city provides for a police force it 
does not discriminate against private 
detectives. When the government sets 
up a postal system it does not dis- 
criminate against private systems. 
When the public pays for public 
schools this is not discrimination 
against Catholic schools. The shoe is 
on the other foot. Public funds for 
the support of sectarian education 
would be discrimination against the 
public. 





Boycott Note 


Because one of America’s most 
famous clergymen, Dr. Dan- 
iel Poling, signed a statement 
last summer issued by Citizens 
for Religious Freedom contend- 
ing that the practices of the 
Roman Catholic Church might 
disqualify a Catholic for the 
Presidency, the National Coun- 
cil of Catholic Men has with- 
drawn from the “All American 
Conference to Combat Com- 
munism.” Dr. Poling is an hon- 
orary chairman of this anti- 
Communist organization. 

The National Council of Cath- 
olic Men called upon Dr. Poling 
to disavow the famous state- 
ment made by Citizens for Reli- 
gious Freedom. When he re- 
fused to do so, the Catholic or- 
ganization decided to boycott 
the group. 








Headline of the Month 


From The Denver Register, 
chief diocesan chain newspaper 
of the United States: 

WE ARE NOT IN POLITICS, 
SAY PUERTO RICO BISHOPS. 
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NEWS Jrom Jar and Near | 


@ Ceylon, now independent, has announced that the government 
will take over religious schools in the country and make them public 
schools. The nation is predominantly a Buddhist country, and the 
sectarian schools are primarily Christian. 


@ On Sept. 11 Rev. Eugene Madeira, a Protestant missionary, was har- 
rassed and threatened by a mob in Carcaoli, Department of Antioquia, Colom- 
bia. The mob was led by a Roman Catholic priest, Fr. Ernesto Villegas. 
Driven from the community, Mr. Madeira was waiting for a train at the 
station. He was stoned by the mob and struck five times. Fr. Villegas shouted 
to the mob over his public address system: “Down with the Protestants! 
This is their bishop!” 

@ The Baptist church of Seville, Spain, closed by police action 
Nov. 10, 1958, has been refused permission to reopen. The reason 
given by the Spanish Ministry of the Interior is that another Baptist 
group is already authorized in the city of half a million population. 
The church in question had been in operation less than two years 
when its doors were sealed by Franco’s police. 

@ Henry Cabot Lodge has been awarded the Grand Cross of Merit, an 
award of the Knights of Malta, an order of the Roman Catholic Church. 
According to the 1960 Catholic Almanac, “Affairs of (this) order are sub- 
ject to regulation by the Holy See, the Sacred Congregation of Religious, and 
the Vatican Secretariat of State. The order has some rights of sovereignty 
based on the international law and enjoys diplomatic recognition by several 
nations.” 

@ The National Catholic Welfare Conference boasts that the new 
President of the United Nations General Assembly, Frederick H. 
Boland of the Irish Republic, is such a devout Catholic that at the 
end of World War II when he was Chairman of the Committee on 
War Relief in Ireland, “instead of setting up its own organization, 
he used the field organization of the Catholic Relief Services to dis- 
tribute $45,000,000 worth of aid to war-torn Europe.” 

@ Father Bernard Theall of the Catholic University has protested because 
A Guide to the Study of the United States of America, prepared by the Library 
of Congress, treats Paul Blanshard’s American Freedom and Catholic Power 
‘seriously as an important work on Catholicism.” 

@ A stepped-up campaign to “overcome the influence of religion 
on Bulgarian youth of all ages,” was demanded by the Sofia radio. 
The plea was part of an article written by the secretary of the 
Bulgarian Communist Party. 

@ Italian Roman Catholics received directions from their bishops as to 
their voting in the Nov. 6 local elections. They were directed to vote only for 
candidates who will respect the “just rights” of the Church. 

@ Dr. Marcus L. Loane, Anglican Bishop Coadjutor of Sydney, 
Australia, warned on Oct. 20 that the proposed program of state aid 
to denominational schools would lead ultimately to “several rival 
church systems, at all levels,” and would be productive of wider social 
segregation. He stated that the Sydney diocese would continue to 
oppose proposals for government aid to church schools. 


@ The editor of the Scottish Catholic Times in Edinburgh published a 
bitter attack on Queen Elizabeth for her speech in observance of the 400th 
centennial of the Reformation in Scotland. The Queen praised the Reforma- 
tion and the Catholic editor called her remarks “offensive” to her 40,000,000 
Roman Catholic subjects. Rev. Stuart Louden, a prominent Presbyterian 
minister replied: ‘““Let them attack the Fathers and Brethren—but not the 
Sovereign.” 

@ Collaboration between churchmen and Communists will fea- 
ture the government of the newly independent Cyprus Republic. 
Victorious in the general elections were President-elect Archbishop 
Makarios and two Moscow-trained leaders, Ezekiel Papaiannou and 
Andreas Ziartides. In a pre-election deal the Archbishop promised 
the Communist leaders five seats of the 35 held by Greek Cypriots 
in the 50-seat Parliament. 
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Bremond Debates Concessions 


Citizens of Bremond, Texas, fight- 
ing to restore a captive school to pub- 
lic control after it had been captured 
by an order of Catholic nuns, have 
been offered substantial modifications 
in the school’s practices in order to 
avoid another lawsuit. The Board of 
School Trustees, after public hear- 
ings, has ordered the removal from 
the school of all religious pictures 
and ornaments except the concrete 
cross and the legend “St. Mary’s 
School” over the entrance which, it 
contends, “cannot be removed with- 
out damage to the school buildings.” 
The Board has also agreed to bar all 
religious instruction from school 
premises, to eliminate all sectarian 
books from the school library, to pro- 
hibit all meetings in the school with- 
out specific permission from the 
Board; and to prevent the release of 
any child during school hours for re- 
ligious instruction outside the school 
building. 

Under the proposed compromise, 
however, nuns would still be permit- 
ted to serve as teachers, and their 
costumes would be left to their own 
discretion. Would the school still be 
under the actual control of a Catholic 
religious order? Bremond taxpayers 
are vigorously debating the issue as 
we go to press. These taxpayers, who 
had filed suit against captive school 
practices, with the help of the Texas 
Southern Baptists and POAU, are 
pleased by the concessions made by 
the Board but determined to restore 
the school completely to public con- 
trol. 


The first suit filed in this case was 
rejected by a Texas court on a purely 
technical ground, leaving open the 
possibility of a new legal challenge. 
Such a challenge offers the possibility 
of a statewide decision by a higher 
court prohibiting all captive school 
practices throughout Texas. 


+ 





RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
and the 
Maryland Toleration Act. 
by Dr. R. H. McKim 


Is it true that religious liberty on this 
continent was originated by Roman 
Catholics in Maryland? 

A 28-page booklet 

25¢ each, 10 copies for $2 


Order from POAU 

















Parochial School Assistance 
To Be Sought in New Congress 


The National Catholic Welfare 
Conference was expected to increase 
its pressure for aid to parochial 
schools in the eighty-seventh Con- 
gress and to centinue its obstruction- 
ist tactics toward all aid bills which 
do not include Catholic schools. 
Transportation and textbooks offer 
the readiest port of entry for paro- 
chial school aid. 

One in three children in school to- 
day must be transported to and from 
the institution. The bill for public 
school transportation is $417 million 
annually—533% higher than it was 
for the same service 20 years ago. 
On the basis of the claimed attend- 
ance at parochial schools, and the na- 
tional transportation average cost of 
$37 per pupil for those who need 
transportation, the subsidy to the 
church for transportation to its 
schools would run in excess of $61 
million. 

Statements attributed to Henry 
Cabot Lodge during the election 
(though subsequently repudiated by 
him in part) have lent encourage- 
ment to the Catholic subsidy drive. 
Catholic educators meeting in Wash- 
ington early in October gave consid- 
erable attention to their prospects for 
Federal support for their schools. One 
of their acute problems is the decline 
in the number of teaching nuns who 
do not have to be paid a living wage. 
The necessity of hiring lay teachers 
who do require a living wage adds 
substantially to the financial outlay 
of the parochial school. 

Latest suggestion for easing the 
burden is the abandonment of some 
of the elementary grades in favor of 
increased emphasis on Catholic high 
schools. This is only in the talking 
stage at this point. Extremely large 
classes in parochial problems are an- 
other typical problem. The educators 
indicated that teachers’ salaries would 
be the last form of Federal aid they 
would seek. “Auxiliary services” such 
as buses and books would come first 
with school construction aid next in 
priority. 
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The Christian Brothers of Califor- 
nia, now involved in tax suits involv- 
ing almost $2,000,000, whose phys- 
ical property belongs exclusively to 
the Pope according to a legal admis- 
sion, has recently announced a new 
wine which it calls “Soft and Blonde,” 
suggesting: “You would do well to 
see your wine merchant soon.” 

* * * 

Members of the Amish sect in 
Ohio, whose parochial schools are 
threatened with closure because au- 
thorities have found them “substand- 
ard,” (Review, March) conferred 
with Roman Catholic Governor 
Michael V. DiSalle, seeking new laws 
to prevent such “unnecessary inter- 
ference between Church and State.” 
DiSalle asked “If we make allow- 
ances for the Amish, what other doors 
will be opened?” 

* * 

Senator Kenneth Keating’s bill, 
S. 965, to extend to clergymen testi- 
fying in any Federal court the same 
rights of professional privilege which 
another bill would grant them in 
Washington, D. C. only, was still 
held in a Senate Judiciary subcom- 
mittee when the 86th Congress, first 
session, closed. The Philippines War 
Claims bill, H. R. 4510, was similarly 
deferred. 

* * x 

Strife continues in Dunkirk, N. Y. 
over a program sponsored by the 
Dunkirk Council of Churches involv- 
ing religious instruction in the Dun- 
kirk Junior-Senior High School. Rev. 
George C. Brooks, a Unitarian min- 
ister, protested to the State’s Depart- 
ment of Education. The Department 
ordered the program off school prem- 
ises on a released time basis for both 
Protestants and Catholics. 

* * * 

The Appellate Division of New 
York State has reserved decision on 
an appeal from a 1957 court ruling 
which upheld constitutionality of the 
words “under God” in the pledge of 
allegiance recited by school children. 
Joseph Lewis of North Salem had ap- 
pealed, contending that the words 
violated church-state separation. 

* * * 

Parental complaints over public 
school distribution of discount cou- 
pons for tickets to a motion picture, 


“Miracle of Our Lady,” were aired 
in Woonsocket, R. I. ‘‘This is the first 
time we have had any complaints,” 
said Supt. of Schools Edward J. Con- 
don. 

ok ok ok 

A study group of the Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs has 
reached a conclusion opposed to the 
current “unrelated business income” 
tax-exemption for churches and reli- 
gious orders. 

* * ok 

The Knights of Columbus have 
filed a $100,000 suit for libel against 
Mrs. Ruth J. Timby, a $33 a month 
pensioner in Eureka, N. C. Also 
named was a Baptist preacher, Rev. 
Donald R. Bryan. They were charged 
with circulating an oath falsely at- 
tributed to the Knights of Columbus. 

* * * 

In Pittsburgh, Pa. the Knights filed 
charges of criminal libel against The 
Voice of the Nazarene, a small Prot- 
estant journal published by Rev. 
W. L. King. The charge was circula- 
tion of the same false Knights of Co- 
lumbus oath which the Knights 
charged was damaging to their name 
and reputation. 

* * ok 

When Arthur A. Prochnow, super- 
intendent of schools for Taylor 
county, Wisconsin, stated that Amish 
students in their own separate schools 
were receiving a “cave man” educa- 
tion, he sparked a demand for state- 
prescribed standards for parochial 
and private schools in that state. Wis- 
consin, like most states, has no ade- 
quate supervision of standards and 
practices in such institutions. 

*x* * * 

The United States Government 
gave more than $5,000,000 in direct 
aid to pupils in private and parochial 
schools under the School Lunch Pro- 
gram during the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1960. Today more than 
14,000,000 American children are 
served lunches or milk at school each 
school day. 


* * 





Shall the State Subsidize 
Church Schools? 

A careful look at five argu- 
ments advanced by proponents 
of Government aid. 

A new pamphlet by C. Stanley 
Lowell. 


5c EACH $3 PER 100, PLUS 
25c POSTAGE 


Order from POAU 
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Facts Belie Those “Exemplary” 
Roman Catholic Governments 


Are Catholic heads of European 
governments actually independent of 
Vatican control? 

That is a question which has led 
to intensive research in recent Cath- 
olic history since Senator John F. 
Kennedy declared in an address to 
Houston Protestant clergymen in 
September: “I would cite the record 
of the Catholic Church in such na- 
tions as Ireland and France—and the 
independence of such statesmen as 
Adenauer and De Gaulle.” 

In the Irish Republic Catholicism 
is the state religion and all political 
parties in the Republic are essentially 
Catholic parties. The Republic has 
no genuine public schools but three 
systems, Catholic, Protestant and 
Jewish, all supported by government 
taxation. Approximately 95% of all 
the children of the Irish Republic 
attend schools where Catholic dogma 
is a compulsory subject in the class- 
room and every teacher can be dis- 
charged by the local parish priest for 
purely theological reasons. The na- 
tional censorship system is controlled 
by priests and has resulted in the 
banning of approximately 5,000 
works, many of which have been 
banned because they are “offensive” 
to Catholicism. 


DECEMBER 1960, VoL. 13, No. 11 


West Germany 

In West Germany, which is still 
nominally about 51% Protestant, 
Conrad Adenauer is the head of a 
religious political party, the Chris- 
tian Democratic Union, which is ap- 
proximately 70% Catholic. The Ade- 
nauer regime has stood consistently 
for the continuation of the policy of 
paying government funds for the full 
support of sectarian schools. It has 
insisted on continuing the Hitler- 
Vatican Concordat of 1933 under 
which sectarian schools are guaran- 
teed continuing tax support. 

In 1956 the Adenauer government 
went into court to prevent Lower Sax- 
ony from discontinuing subsidies to 
sectarian schools. One of its conten- 
tions was that all the state govern- 
ments of West Germany are bound 
by the Hitler-Vatican Concordat of 
1933 to continue sectarian school 
payments even if local democratic 
bodies are opposed to such a policy. 
Adenauer was awarded the Order of 
the Golden Spur by Pius XII on his 
80th birthday. 


De Gaulle 


DeGaulle, also eulogized by Sen- 
ator Kennedy, has been hailed in the 
American Catholic Press as the “‘first 
practicing Catholic at the helm of the 
French state since 1879.’ Paul Hal- 
lett has declared in the Denver Reg- 


ister, the chief American diocesan 
newspaper, that “his career seems to 
indicate that he is under the specic! 
protection of the Mother of God.” 

In De Gaulle’s recent rise to power 
one of the primary factors in his suc- 
cess was the support of the Roman 
Catholic Church which helped to re- 
ward him for surrendering the separa- 
tion of church and state which had 
existed in France from 1906 to 1950. 
The French Cardinals, winning their 
first victory in 1951 with a grant of 
government subsidies to the parents 
of parochial school children, finally 
achieved their goal in December 1959 
when the French National Assembly 
under De Gaulle’s influence granted 
direct state aid to Roman Catholic 
schools. 





QUOTE OF THE MONTH 


“In this town, (Boston) where polit- 
ical splinter factions have political splin- 
ter factions, Cardinal Cushing is about 
the only common denominator there is. 
Whenever we got in trouble, | made 
it a practice to talk to Cardinal Cush- 
ing. | never knew what he did, but 
somehow the problems just disap- 
peared.” 


—Fred Smith, Vice president of the 
Prudential Life Insurance Co. describing 
his problems in connection with the 
Prudential Center. Business Week, June 
11, 1960 














Catholics Resent Discrimination and 
Curbs on Them in Israel 


Ave Maria, a Roman Catholic mag- 
azine has called on Israel to desist 
from its program of official discrimi- 
nation against Roman Catholics 
whom it describes as a “struggling 
minority” in that country. The ar- 
ticle objects particularly to discrim- 
inatory practices in regard to the 
children of mixed marriages whom 
the government insists must be 
brought up in the Jewish faith. 

Ave Maria complained in particular 
that children of a Catholic father and 
a Jewish mother, even though they 
had been baptized Catholic, would be 
registered as Jewish when the family 
came to Israel and would be so re- 
garded thereafter. 

Ave Maria does not mention the 
world wide rule of the Catholic 
Church which discriminates against 
Jews in mixed marriage. Under Cath- 
olic law marriage with a Jew is im- 
possible without special permission 
from Rome itself, and then only if all 
the children of the marriage forsake 
Judaism and accept a Catholic status. 


+ 


Holds Catholic Church Responsible 
For Birth Control Suppression 


Dr. William Vogt, famous author 
of the national bestseller Road to Sur- 
vival has published a new book called 
People describing the menace of over- 
population and the attendant evils 
which flow from the presence of too 
many people in the world. 

Dr. Vogt places the responsibility 
for the failure of the United Nations 
to develop an affirmative birth con- 
trol program squarely upon the hier- 
archy of the Roman Catholic Church. 
He says: 

For years, now, as the flow of babies 
has grown greater each year, the techni 
cians—whether of the United Nations or its 
associated organizations, the United States 
government, or the Colombo Plan—have 
been busy with their mops and constantly 
crying for bigger ones. 

It is time, if not to turn off the tap, 
at least to cut down the flow as much as 
practicable, for at least a few years 

Probably the major obstacle in doing 
this is the Roman Catholic Church. This 
organization, more than any other, has 
denied birth control to the world’s peo- 
ace. < 

Family overpopulation is probably the 
cause of more juvenile delinquency, poverty 
and general misery in the slums of New 
York, as well as other cities, than any other 
single factor. In the name of ‘the natural 
law,’ the Church has issued a ukase against 
doing any thing effective to lower birth 
rates. 
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Puerto Rico’s Bishops 
(Continued from page 1) 


Church to undermine the struggle of 
the United States against Commu- 
nism in Latin America by seeking the 
political destruction of the present 
government of Puerto Rico which has 
been the most successful in Latin 
America in resisting the inroads of 
Communism. 

The public reaction in Puerto Rico 
to the open clericalism was generally 
hostile to the political bishops. Arch- 
bishop Davis was loudly booed as he 
entered the San Juan cathedral to 
read the pastoral letter. Mrs. Munoz 
Marin, a Roman Catholic, led a pro- 
testing group of her fellow Catholics 
out of the cathedral. Governor Munoz 
himself called the letter “incredible, 
medieval interference in a political 
campaign under the American flag as 
well as under the Puerto Rican Con- 
stitution.” He said that after the elec- 
tion he would protest to the Vatican 
the political interference by the three 
clerics. 

The Vatican, however, gave quick 
support to the political bishops. A 
Vatican spokesman said on Oct. 27, 
in a dispatch to The New York 
Times, that bishops in all countries, 
including the United States, not only 
have the right but also the duty to 
advise voters at election time. This 
was the case, he said, because voters 
elect legislators who pass laws that 
can be either “good or bad” from the 
Roman Catholic viewpoint. 

Masses, Si! Politics, No! 

A crowd of protesters picketing 
the residence of Archbishop Davis in 
Puerto Rico intoned loudly and stead- 
ily: “Masses si, politics no.” 

Instead of giving ground, the hard- 
pressed clerics took an even more in- 
transigent position. In another pas- 
toral letter read at masses on Oct. 30 
they asserted that Catholics disre- 
garding the bishops’ voting orders 
can be excommunicated under Canon 
Law 2316. They issued a specific 
varning of excommunication to Mu- 
hoz Marin himself and also to San 
Juan’s woman mayor, Sra. Felisa 
Rincon De Gauthier. These popular 
officials were thus placed in the un- 
enviable dilemma of having to face 
the rigors of hell or of having to sub- 
stitute medieval obscurantism for 
their forward-looking program in 
Puerto Rico. 

There was difference of opinion as 
to whether the United States bishops 
would follow the Puerto Rican exam- 
ple and set up a Catholic Action party 





Preaches a “Wrong” Doctrine— 
Protestant Ruled Off Air 


Rev. Robert P. Dugan, Jr., pastor 
of True Memorial Baptist Church, 
Rochester, New Hampshire, has been 
barred from broadcasting over radio 
station WWNH of that city at least 
temporarily because he presented over 
the air a Protestant interpretation of 
Matthew 16:13-20. The passage con- 
tains the famous passage, ““Thou art 
Peter and upon this rock I will build 
my church.” Also the equally famous 
confession of Peter: “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God.” 


Catholics claim that Peter was the 
rock and that the church was built 
on him as the first Pope. Most Prot- 
estants say that Peter’s confession 
was the rock and that the church is 
built on this. Supposing he was in a 
free country, Mr. Dugan in one of a 
series of radio sermons gave the Prot- 
estant interpretation in his broadcast 
on September 11th. Before long a 
carefully organized phone-call cam- 
paign was under way. The station was 
pressured in all the usual ways and 
finally capitulated to the bigots. Mr. 
Dugan was informed that his preach- 
ing of the Protestant doctrine over 
the air violated the station’s “trust’’ 
since he had chosen a ‘“‘controversial’”’ 
subject. Dr. Dugan vainly pleaded 
that his sermon had not been anti- 
Catholic, only pro-Protestant. He 
stated that if he were not free to 
preach such a Protestant doctrine 
then every Protestant church might 
as well close its doors. 

The editors of the Manchester 
Union Leader sided squarely with the 
station. Their disturbing comment: 
“WWNH has only done what any 
other radio station would do under 
similar circumstances.” 





in the states. Some saw in Puerto 
Rico the omen of an American Cath- 
olic party. Others insisted the Amer- 
ican bishops would prefer to exert 
pressures on existing parties for some 
time yet before hazarding an inde- 
pendent church party. Generally, the 
Roman Catholic Church does not or- 
ganize a political party in a country 
which is less than one-fourth Catholic. 

On election day the Puerto Rican 
people decisively repudiated the Cath- 
olic bishops and re-elected Mufoz 
Marin. Observers were watching 
closely to see how many of those who 
voted “wrong” would be disciplined 
by political priests. 
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1960 Election Campaign 
Spotlighted School Aid 


One of the by-products of the 1960 
election campaign was a new wave of 
serious discussion of the religious is- 
sue in respect to federal aid to edu- 
cation. All the candidates made some 
pronouncements on this question. 
While the issue did not make its ap- 
pearance in the Nixon-Kennedy TV 
debates, it did receive a measure of 
public attention never accorded be- 
fore. 

Mr. Kennedy, the Roman Catholic, 
stood against the principle of general 
grants for parochial schools. His old 
congressional record was inconsistent, 
however. It indicated consistent sup- 
port for parochial school fringe bene- 
fits up to the 86th Congress. He even 
sponsored bills and amendments for 
the inclusion of parochial schools in 
auxiliary aid programs. In the 86th 
Congress he switched and was the 
only Catholic in the Senate to vote 
against the Morse Amendment which 
would have provided federal funds 
for parochial school construction. 

Mr. Kennedy had indicated in his 
Look magazine interview with 
Fletcher Knebel (Mar. 3, 1959) that 
he regarded such items as buses and 
books as “welfare” items, and would 
not consider them as grants in school 
aid. 

Mr. Johnson’s record showed that 
he, too, had voted against aid for 
parochial school construction in the 
86th Congress. Previous votes indi- 
cated that he might agree with Mr. 
Kennedy on the matter of “fringe 
benefits.” 

Mr. Nixon 

Mr. Nixon during his service in 
Congress took the position that any 
“fringe benefit” federal aid funds 
should simply be paid to the states 
and the latter could make such dis- 
tribution among the schools as their 
constitutions and laws permitted. 
This would mean, in effect, that states 
with heavy Catholic populations 
would distribute auxiliary aid to 
Catholic schools for such things as 
buses and textbooks. Mr. Nixon did 
state, however, that because of our 
tradition of free public education tax 
support has not gone to private 
schools at the elementary and sec- 
ondary level. This total record indi- 
cates greater caution than that of 
Mr. Kennedy who, in his early years 
in Congress was willing to have the 
Federal government by-pass state 
laws in order to give Catholic schools 
some benefits. 
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Sociological Data 


“If, therefore, the (Roman) Catholic 
Church also claims the right of dogmatic 
intolerance with regard to her teaching, 
it is unjust to reproach her for exer- 
cising this right. With the imperturbable 
conviction that she was founded by the 
God-Man Jesus Christ as the ‘pillar and 
ground of the truth’ . . . and endowed 
with full power to teach, to rule, and 
to sanctify, she regards dogmatic in- 
tolerance not alone as her incontest- 
able right, but also a sacred duty... . 


“As the true God can tolerate no 
strange gods, the true Church of Christ 
can tolerate no strange churches beside 
herself, or, what amounts to the same, 
she can recognize none as theoretically 
justified.” 


—The Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. 14, 
p. 766 











The Difference Between 
Cuba and Spain 


“Castro hasn't held a free election 
in 22 months, so we boycott him. Fran- 
cisco Franco hasn’t held a free election 
in 22 years—so our President embraces 
him. Franco, of course, is a man of prin- 
ciple. . . .““—Edward L. Ericson, Leader 
of the Washington (D. C.) Ethical So- 
ciety, in an address November 6, 1960. 








Mr. Lodge 


Mr. Lodge was understood by 


Treasury Department Ruling 
On Taxability of Religious 


‘““Members of a religious order who 
have taken a vow of poverty are not 
required to report as income, for Fed- 
eral income tax purposes, their earn- 
ings which, in accordance with their 
vows, they turn over to their orders. 

“Members of a religious order who 
have taken a vow of poverty are 
bound absolutely to obey the com- 
mands of their superiors and have no 
discretion as to where they will per- 
form their duties and in what capac- 
ity; and they are further bound to 
turn over their entire compensation, 
(or the entire amount less living ex- 
penses), to the order. By reason of 
the stringency of these requirements 
and the lack of discretion on the part 
of the members, such members are 
considered agents of the order they 
represent. 

“Compensation paid to these indi- 
viduals and turned over to the order 
is therefore considered to have been 
received by them as agents of the or- 
der, and is not subject to tax in their 
hands. This is the general rule ap- 
plicable where one person performs 
services and receives compensation as 
agent for another.’—H. F. O’Con- 
nell, Chief Technical Reference 
Branch, Treasury Department, Dec. 
19, 1956. 

+ 





nearly everyone to have endorsed 
federal aid for parochial school con- 
struction. This in a TV interview Oct. 
9. In subsequent statements he ap- 
parently confirmed this impression. 
Mr. Lodge was denounced by Glenn 
L. Archer, executive director of 
POAU, for “political expediency” for 
making such a concession without his 
party’s authorization. 

The cry of anguish from voters was 
so great that something had to be 
done. On Oct. 18, nine days after 
his original statement, and after sub- 
sequent confirmations of it, Mr. 
Lodge, much aggrieved, declared that 
he had been misquoted on construc- 
tion aid. He said he favored only 
textbook and transportation appro- 
priations for nonpublic schools and 
“there never was any question of 
Federal construction aid.” Thus, his 
final position seemed about equiva- 
lent to that of Mr. Kennedy. 

There can be no doubt that the 
question of Roman Catholic subsidies 
received substantial discussion dur- 
ing the 1960 political campaign. It 
appears destined to remain in the 
public forum. 


Where the Church Stands 


“In spiritual and mixed mat- 
ters calling for corporate action 
of the State, the question de- 
pends upon whether the physi- 
cal persons who make up the 
moral personality of the State 
are themselves subjects of the 
Church. In case they are, then 
the Church has in consequence 
jurisdiction therein over the 
State... 

“In case of direct contradic- 
tion, making it impossible for 
both jurisdictions to be exercised, 
the jurisdiction of the Church 
prevails, and that of the State 
is excluded.” 


—The Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. 14, 
pages 252, 253. 











Is Your Address Correct 


If not, please cut off the address la- 
bel, on page 8, note corrections and 
return to POAU office at 1633 Mass. 
Ave., N.W., Washington 6, D.C. 











A Book on Protestant- 
Catholic Dialogue 


Protestant-Catholic Tensions is the 
title of a little book edited by Wayne 
H. Cowan. It consists of reprints 
from Christianity and Crisis dealing 
with various phases of the dialogue, 
and additional material. Names in- 
clude John C. Bennett, Paul Blan- 
shard, Robert McAfee Brown, Wil- 
liam Clancy, Francis J. Lally, C. 
Stanley Lowell, Henry Pitt Van 
Dusen, and Gustave Weigel. It is 
published by Association Press in 
paper-back at 50c. The book is avail- 
able from the publisher at 291 Broad- 
way, New York City 7, N.Y. (not 
from POAU). 
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Papa Knows Best 


It is urgent to appeal to the 
unity and sense of discipline of 
all Catholics, so that all of them 
may know how to align them- 
selves not with the frail opinions 
of improvised teachers, but with 
the thought and directives of the 
Church’s hierarchy, which alone 
. . » Can judge in a particular so- 
cial and political situation 
whether the higher principles of 
the religious and moral order 
are in fact involved or threat- 
ened. 

—L’Osservatore Romano, From 

“Firm Points” Published in 
May, 1960 
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Supreme Court 


(Continued from page 1) 
Constitution to compel their children 
to participate in Bible reading and 
other religious exercises in the public 
school, the State of Pennsylvania 
amended its Bible reading statute to 
make the school ceremonies volun- 
tary. In October the United States 
Supreme Court sent the Schempp ap- 
peal back to the lower courts for a 
review of the possible effect of the 
new voluntary law. 

Meanwhile, at least half a dozen 
other controversial cases relating to 
religious instruction and religious cer- 
emonies at public schools will prob- 
ably reach the Supreme Court within 
two years. In Miami, Florida Unita- 
rian, agnostic, and Jewish parents 
have challenged the combination of 
Bible reading and religious ceremo- 
nials practiced in Dade County pub- 
lic schools, with the help of the 
American Jewish Congress and the 
Florida Civil Liberties Union. Late in 
October Circuit Judge A. Fritz Gor- 
don ruled out the issue of psy- 
chological compulsion involved in 
so-called ‘‘voluntary religious pro- 
grams.” The plaintiffs’ attorneys had 
argued that even under a voluntary 
system the social compulsions exer- 
cised upon children as members of a 
group made the religious ceremonials 
compulsory in fact. This issue, the 
gravamen of several religious instruc- 
tion cases in past history, will now 
go to the United States Supreme 
Court if the plaintiffs succeed in car- 
rying their case that far. 

Prayer in Classrooms 

In New York, late in October, the 
Appellate Division, New York’s sec- 
ond highest court, decided unani- 
mously that the non-compulsory reci- 
tation of a simple prayer by public 
school students in Herricks, Long Is- 
land, was constitutional. The prayer 
reads: “Almighty God, we acknowl- 
edge our dependence upon Thee and 
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we beg Thy blessings upon us, our 
parents, our teachers and our coun- 
try.’ The New York Civil Liberties 
Union has announced that it will 
carry this case if necessary to the 
United States Supreme Court. 

Two cases somewhat similar in 
principle may ultimately reach the 
United States Supreme Court from 
Maryland, the case of Roy Torcaso, 
a would-be notary public who has 
challenged Maryland’s law requiring 
a belief in God for such an office; 
and a case involving a student and a 
teacher who are challenging Mary- 
land’s compulsory system of religious 
exercises, including Bible reading and 
the Lord’s Prayer at the opening of 
each school day. Maryland’s Attor- 
ney General has been asked to rule 
on the legality of the absence of a 
student from public school classes in 
protest against being compelled to 
participate in the State’s religious ex- 
ercises in public schools. Simultane- 
ously Mrs. Tobey M. Wiebe, wife of 
an instructor at Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity, has threatened suit against 
the State’s compulsory Bible-reading 
practices in public schools on the 
ground that such practices interfere 
with her freedom as a_ prospective 
teacher. 

In a ruling by Maryland Attorney 
General C. Ferdinand Sybert, objec- 
tions to the Bible readings do not 
justify absences from school; how- 
ever, children may be excused from 
class during the reading of the scrip- 
tures. The only complete recourse for 
objecting parents, Sybert said, is to 
enroll their children in a private or 
sectarian school. The Bible reading 
itself, he ruled, is constitutional in 
Maryland. 


Connecticut Bus Case 


Francis H. Snyder, head of Citi- 
zens for the Connecticut Constitution, 
has announced that Connecticut's bus 
suit will be appealed to the United 
States Supreme Court, with state- 
wide support by various Connecticut 
groups. Connecticut’s statute permit- 
ting local towns to use their funds for 
bus transportation for pupils in sec- 
tarian schools was upheld by the Con- 
necticut Supreme Court of errors by 
a 4 to 1 decision in June. The main 
basis of the appeal will be the strong 
dissenting opinion of Associate Jus- 
tice Samuel Mellitz insisting that: 
“The purpose of transportation is to 
promote the interests of the private 
school of religious sectarian institu- 
tion that controls and directs it... . 
In my view all compulsory support 
is proscribed [by the Constitution].” 
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